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PLANNING COMMISSION 
July 12, 2010 MEETING 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Leeper Center, 3800 Wilson Ave., Wellington 
 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL  
 
ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS FROM THE AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

Public invited to be heard on (items not on Agenda) 
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
CONSENT AGENDA  
 Planning Commission Meeting Minutes from May 3, 2010 
  
NEW BUSINESS   
1. Prima Minor Subdivision – 4006 Cleveland Ave. – Lou Kinzli 
2. Public Hearing – Setbacks for Decks and Patio Covers  
3.  	Cancellation of August Meeting
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE 
 
SCHEDULE WORK SESSION 
 
OTHER 
 
ADJOURN 

 
 

 
 
 
 



PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 
MINUTES 

May 3, 2010 
 
The Planning Commission for the Town of Wellington, Colorado, met on May 3, 2010 at the 
Leeper Center, 3800 Wilson Ave., Wellington, Colorado at 7:00 p.m.  
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: BERT MCCAFFREY, JACK BRINKHOFF, DAVID 

NOE, TRAVIS VIEIRA, WAYNE STERLER and BARRY 
FRIEDRICHS  

 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:         NONE 
 
PRESIDING:    CHUCK MAYHUGH, CHAIRMAN 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   LARRY LORENTZEN, TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 

CYNTHIA SULLIVAN, DEPUTY CLERK  
           
Additions or Deletions from the Agenda 
None 
 
Public to be heard on non-agenda items 
None 
 
Presentations 
None 
 
Consent Agenda: 
Planning Commission Meeting minutes from April 5, 2010. 
 
COMMISSIONER VIEIRA MOVED AND COMMISSIONER NOE SECONDED to approve 
the meeting minutes for April 5, 2010. Roll call was taken and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
NEW BUSINESS  
1. Final Plat for Pieper Subdivision 
No discussion.  
 
COMMISSIONER BRINKHOFF MOVED AND COMMISSIONER FRIEDRICHS 
SECONDED to adopt the final plat for major subdivision of Pieper Subdivision. Roll call was 
taken and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Mr. Lorentzen said this could be placed on the next Board of Trustees meeting on May 11, 2010. 
 
2. Discussion – Decks, Porches, Arbors and Pergolas in Setbacks.  
Mr. Lorentzen explained of the few variance request we received most are due to setback issues. 
He said the problem is mostly with decks. In the new subdivisions the homes are built close to or 
right on the rear setback.  This does not give the owner the ability put on covers or decks if they 
are attached to the home based on our definition of structure. He said the definition of a yard is 
the opening from ground to sky. He asked the Commission if they would consider modifying the 
code to allow exceptions to the rear yard setback without the owner having to request a variance.   
 
The main items of concern were minimum setback needed; % of back yard space that could be 
covered; and back yard only no side yard exceptions.  



Planning Commission 
April 5, 2010 
Page 2 
 
Mr. Lorentzen said he would put together some diagrams and definitions for the next meeting. 
Then we would need to set a public hearing on the changes.  
 
Town Administrators Update 
Mr. Lorentzen updated the Commission on the following items. 
 

• Work session with Board next Tuesday to review BHA revised plans for Buffalo Creek 
Park 

• Miramont moving forward with new building 
• Advance Tank moving forward with new building 
• Building Permits – Cynthia said we are ahead of the budget for this year. She thought that 

we had issued 14. Most of those are in Columbine Estates.  
 
Schedule Work Session 
No work session was scheduled.  
 
Other 
 
COMMISSIONER BRINKHOFF MOVED AND COMMISSIONER FRIEDRICHS 
SECONDED to adjourn at 7:25pm. Roll call was taken and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Cynthia Sullivan, CMC 
Deputy Town Clerk 



AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET  

Planning Commission Meeting- July 12, 2010  

ITEM:  #1  

SUBJECT: Prima Minor Subdivision – Replat  South 112 Feet, Lot 3, Block 
4, Benders Addition, into two lots 

SUMMARY:  

Proposal  

Ou Kinzli, Prima Land and Investment, Inc. 4006 Cleveland Ave., is requesting 
approval for the subdivision of the parcel at 4006 Cleveland containing two 
commercial buildings into two separate lots.   
 
Issues: 
 

The Plat as Submitted appears complete and in conformance with Town 
Standards as to layout, necessary information , signature blocks etc.  

Town Code requires all lots have access to public streets. The existing access 
on Cleveland Avenue is a right turn onto Cleveland only.  Access into both 
buildings is from Fifth Street.  The area outside the building footprints needs to 
be a common access, utility and drainage easement.  A “Do Not Enter” should 
be posted at the Cleveland access. 

Currently both buildings are served by one water tap.    Additionally it appears 
both buildings may be served by one electric meter.   Separate services for all 
utilities need to be supplied to the buildings. 
 
The Town requires applicants for land use changes and development to sign a 
D-5 form agreeing to cost for engineering review and legal expenses.  The 
applicant is in arrears on the Creekside Village development. 

 
Staff Recommendation  

Staff recommends the Planning Commission recommend approval to the 
Town Board subject to the following conditions being completed prior to 
recording of the plat. 

1.  Provide Separate utility services to buildings. 
 
2.  Be current with all developer receivable billings. 
 
3.   Install a “Do Not Enter” sign on the exit to Cleveland Avenue. 



















AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET  

Planning Commission Meeting- July 12, 2010  

ITEM:  #2 

SUBJECT: Setbacks for decks and covered patios 

SUMMARY:  

Issue: 
 

Wellington’s Town Code requires a 20 foot rear yard setback for the 
Principle Structure a “setback” is defined as follows: 

“Setback means the required open space unoccupied and 
unobstructed between the nearest projection of a structure and the 
property line of the lot on which the structure is located, with the 
exception of eaves which may project a maximum of eighteen (18) 
inches into the setback.” 

A deck is a structure requiring a foundation of footers, railing if over 30” high, 
steps and landings to building code and thus a building permit.  If attached 
to a house it is an addition to the house and required to meet the setback 
requirement.   A patio surface is allowed in the setback but a roof over a 
patio has to meet the setback with the exception of an 18” eave. 

In the newer subdivisions ranch style houses have typically been built close 
to the rear yard setback with a concrete patio adjacent to the  back door.  I 
these cases, the ability of the property owner cover the patio or eliminate the 
patio and add a deck has been eliminating. 

A public hearing has been advertised to consider modifications to the 
municipal code to change setback requirements to allow more leeway in 
installing decks and covered patios.  Based upon Planning Commission 
recommendations after public input, staff will prepare an ordinance to go to 
the Town Board at the July 27th meeting.  

Staff Recommendation  

Staff believes some setback needs to be in place for decks to provide privacy for 
the neighbor behind, particularly with a deck of a second story.  Staff is 
recommending a minimum 10 foot setback. 

Following are two options for consideration.   
 

The first just  reduces the rear yard setback for covered patios and decks 
(covered or uncovered) to 10 feet.  No walls are allowed. 



 
The second option allows in addition to the above a walled in (glass or 
screen) sun porch.  

 
Option 1: 

Add the following definitions to the Chapter 16 of the Municipal Code. 
 
Deck means an exterior raised platform attached to the principle 
structure which may be covered by roof or uncovered, but has no 
walls other than an open hand rail no more than 40 inches high. 
 
Patio Cover means an exterior paved surface covered by a roof, but 
no walls higher than 24 inches. 

  
Amend the Residential Density Standards to include setbacks for decks and 
patio covers: 
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Option 2: 
Add the following definitions to the Chapter 16 of the Municipal Code. 

 
 

tructure which may be covered by roof or uncovered, but has no 

ttached to the principle structure, but no walls higher than 24 inches. 

eck attached to the principle structure and accessed from the 

Deck means an exterior raised platform attached to the principle
s
walls other than an open hand rail no more than 40 inches high. 
 
Patio Cover means an exterior paved surface covered by a roof 
a
 
Sun Porch means a covered exterior screened or glassed in patio or 
d
principle structure by single exterior door.  Solid Walls to be no more 
than 24 inches high.  All walls to be a minimum of 50% glass or 
screen. 



  
Amend the Residential Density Standards to include setbacks for decks, 
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