
Town of Wellington FOG & Industrial Pretreatment Programs 
The Town of Wellington's FOG and Industrial Pretreatment Programs work with local businesses that produce 

high-strength discharge to reduce the amount of potentially hazardous substances in the wastewater system. 

High-strength wastewater discharge is wastewater discharge containing a higher concentration of organic 

matter, solids, FOG (fat, oil and grease), or other organic components than residential wastewater. These 

discharges can include contaminants such as solids, sulfides, high temperatures and extremes in pH. These 

factors can generate odors, corrode pipes, adversely affect aquatic organisms and impact the Wastewater 

Reclamation Facility and personnel. 

Practice Best Management Practices (BMPs) 
Best management practices are proactive techniques that prevent pollution at the source rather than trying to 

eliminate them later from a mixed waste stream. It means looking at every action to determine how fewer and 

less harmful substances can be used, how fewer waste products can be created, how substances can be 

reused or recycled and what disposal options are available to keep these substances out of the wastewater 

system, landfills and the air. 

Reduce Solids 
Solids must be reduced from wastewater prior to discharging into the wastewater system. Food Service 

Establishments should practice scraping plates along with pot and pans into the garbage prior to washing. Any 

customer utilizing a fermentation process should filter their waste prior to discharging. The residual waste solid 

material should be collecting by settling, straining, and screening or filtering; then solids should be dewatered 

and disposed off-site. Please reuse or recycle any valuable by-products generated from fermentation. All other 

businesses should be cautions of what is washed or flushed down sinks, floor drains and toilets. 

Moderate pH levels 
Any wastewater having a pH less than 5.0 or greater than 10.0 or having corrosive 

property is prohibited from being discharged to the wastewater system. Liquid 

wastes from cleaning and sterilizing activities must be collected, tested for pH and 

adjusted to a pH between 5.0 and 10.0 before discharging into the wastewater 

system. Caustic solutions, which have a high pH level, can be treated by adding 

mild acids such as vinegar or citric acid and mixing or bubbling carbon dioxide 

through the solution before discharge. Acid solutions, which have a low pH, can be 

treated by adding baking soda or a weak calcium carbonate (lime) solution. Other 

ways to moderate pH levels in liquids include the use of manual cleaning methods 

like scrubbing with scrub pads, using other non-chemical cleaners and avoiding 

the use of chlorinated chemicals. 




